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stations where they can only have opportunity of shewing it.
Lastly; the most considerable among the heathens did
generally believe rewards and punishments in a life to come;
which is the great principle for conscience to work upon;
Whereas too many of those who would be thought the most
considerable among us, do, both by their practices and their
discourses, plainly affirm, that they believe nothing at all of
the matter.

Wherefore, since it hath manifestly appeared that a reli-
gious conscience is the only true solid foundation upon which
virtue can be built, give me leave, before I conclude, to let
you see how necessary such a conscience is, to conduct us in
.every station and condition of our lives.

That a religious conscience is necessary in any station, is
confessed even by those who tell us, that all religion was in-
vented by cunning men, in order to keep the world in awe.
For, if religion, by the confession of its adversaries, be neces-
sary towards the well-governing of mankind; then every
wise man in power will be sure not only to choose out for
every station under him such persons as are most likely to
be kept in awe by religion, but likewise to carry some
appearance of it himself, or else he is a very weak politician.
And accordingly in any country where great persons affect to
be open despisers of religion, their counsels will be found at
last to be fully as destructive to the state as to the church.

It was the advice of Jethro to his son-in-law Moses, to
" provide able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating
-covetousness," and to place such over the people; and
Moses, who was as wise a statesman, at least, as any in this
.age, thought fit to follow that advice. Great abilities, with-
out the fear of God, are most dangerous instruments, when
they are trusted with power. The laws of man have thought
fit, that those who are called to any office of trust should be
.bound by an oath to the faithful discharge of it: But, an
oath is an appeal to God, and therefore can have no influence
'except upon those who believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of those that seek him, and a punisher of those who
<Lisobey him: And therefore, we see, the laws themselves are
forced to have recourse to conscience in these cases, because
their penalties cannot reach the arts of cunning men, who
*can find ways to be guilty of a thousand injustices without